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(54) CATHETER TUBE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the buckling of the catheter tube which curves 
the front end of a tube body by pulling a wire without increasing its 
outside diameter by displacing respective rigidity imparting bodies 
disposed in the parts exclusive of the front end of the tube body in a 
longitudinal direction with each other in accordance with the curving of 
the tube body. 

CONSTITUTION: Lumens 3 to 6 are formed in the tube body 2 and an w f " 
optical fiber bundle 7 is housed into the lumen 3 and the wire 8 in the 
lumen 6. The front end of the tube body 2 is curved by traction to the 
base end side of the wire 8. The plural rigidity imparting bodies 9 are 
disposed on the outer peripheral surface of the tube body 2 over m 
nearly the overall length exclusive of the front end of the tube body 2. 
The respective rigidity imparting bodies 9 are formed displaceably in 
the longitudinal direction with each other without fixing these bodies. 

The rigidity imparting bodies 9 are covered with a covering tube 10 in order to prevent the detachment of 
these bodies from the outer periphery of the tube body 2. As a result, only the front end of the tube body is 
curved and the buckling is prevented without increasing the outside diameter. 
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